
 

 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE BADMINTON ASSOCIATION 

 

Minutes of the AGM 21st May 2014 at Comberton Village College. The meeting was 
opened by The President Mr Ken Verney at 19:30. 

Present: - Ken Verney (President), Sharon Chandler (Chairman), Robin Buttle (Hon 

Secretary), Steve Hutt (Hon Registration Secretary), Dan Bates (Publicity Officer), 

Sandra Ashcroft (Hon Treasurer), Richard Sloan (Hon Tournament Secretary) and Derek 

Shaw (Coaching Co-ordinator).  

The following clubs were represented: see Appendix A. 

 Total present: 18 (total counted 20 but 2 failed to sign in) 

Sharon Chandler started by giving a short presentation on the new ICC competition 

format (Appendix C) 

The President then started on the agenda items. 

1) Apologies for absence  

See Appendix B 

2) Minutes of the AGM 18th May 2013 

It was agreed by the meeting that the minutes were a true record of the 2013 AGM and 

the President signed them. 

 
3) Matters arising from the minutes 
 
Any matters arising were due to be covered in the agenda items. 

4) Annual Reports  

The chair stated that all reports were sent to committee members and club secretaries 

before the AGM and would be voted on as a group. 

a) Chairman's Report - The Chairman's report had been circulated prior to the meeting. 

There were no questions, just one typo, which was been corrected 
 

b) Treasurer's Report – Sandra Ashcroft gave a summary of the main points in the 

accounts and pointed out that although they looked slightly better than they should, due 

to a refund of £140, they were still better than break even.   



 

 

c) Registration Secretary's Report - The Registration Secretary's Report was circulated 
before the meeting. Ken Verney noted that senior membership was down and that 

Cambridge Schools had not affiliated. Steve Hutt then said that there were some additions 

to the figures published in his report – seniors plus 13 and juniors plus 10. 

d) Match Secretary's Report - The Match Secretary's report was available. 

 e) Tournament Secretary's Report - The Tournament Secretary's Report was available. 
Richard Sloan confirmed he would not be standing for re-election. Ken Verney thanked 

him for doing an amazing job for the county. His efficiency and hard work over the last 

10 years in the post will be missed.  

 f) Coaching Secretary's Report – Derek Shaw there was nothing to report. The President 

stated that despite financial help given by CBA for those wishing to participate in 

coaching training there were minimal numbers applying for these monies. There followed 

a short discussion on the lack of coaching issues within the county.  

g) Junior Report  - Sharon Chandler (chair) took responsibility for Junior Committee 

after the resignation of Sam Scharf in 2013 and the lack of any willing volunteers to 

head up Junior Badminton in the county. The results of the juniors was included in the 

Chairs report also see item 10 for further details. 

h) Master's Report – There was no veteran's report. Sharon gave a verbal report saying 

that both the over 45s and the over 50s had finished the season mid table and had enjoyed 

some good matches throughout the season. In addition both teams participated in the 

Regional Weekend Competition in January . 

Acceptance of the reports was proposed by Geoff McCall and seconded by Jenny Buttle. 

The reports were accepted by  unanimous vote. 

5) Award of County Colours  

 Players awarded County Colours 2013/14. 

 

First Team 
Paul Heads  

Alison Meijers 

 
Second Team   
Kate Marshall 

Vicky Norris  

Abu Kaher 

Adele Woodhams 

 
Third Team 
Klaudia Otoka  

 

The Eric Rayner Trophy (Junior Award) was awarded to Leo Huang. 



 

 

Awarded to the Junior Player who has made a significant contribution to Badminton 

during the season by demonstrating commitment, enthusiasm and commendable 

behaviour on court. 

 

 

 

6) Election of Officers  
All posts were elected unanimously with no second nominations for any position. 

Post    Candidate   Nominator   Seconded 

President  Ken Verney  Derek Shaw  Jenny Buttle 

Chairman   Sharon Chandler   Ken Verney  Sam Scharf 

Hon Secretary  Robin Buttle  Olga Bryant  Geoff McCall 

 

Hon Treasurer   Sandra Ashcroft Derek Shaw  Sara Cunnington 

 

Hon Registration Louise Tarbitt  Sharon Chandler  Neil Place 

Secretary  

 

Hon Tournament  Neil Place   Sharon Chandler  Dan Bates  

Secretary 

 

Hon Match   Neil Place  Dan Bates  Sam Scharf 

Secretary  
 
Hon Masters   Nick Pratt    Olga Bryant   Jenny Buttle 
Coordinator  

 

Hon Coaching  Derek Shaw  Jenny Buttle  Geoff McCall   

Coordinator 

 

Hon Publicity   Dan Bates  Sam Scharf  Derek Shaw 

Officer    
 
Representative to B.E.  The Chairman and/or Robin Buttle to attend meetings   
 

Representative of the Southern League  Geoff  McCall  

 

 
7) Election of six Committee Members  



 

 

Shirley Dalton was prepared to continue as Committee member and Geoff McCall agreed 
to return to the committee. - no other members present were prepared to stand for election 

– action Committee. Proposed by Robin Buttle and seconded by Sam Scharf. 

8) Election of an Independent Examiner 

Sandra Dennis had indicated that she was prepared to continue and was duly voted in for 

next year.  

9) To set the Affiliation fees for Cambridgeshire Badminton Association  

The President proposed that the meeting make no changes to the county affiliation fees 

for the 2014/5 season and they remain as: -  

Senior Registration    £2.60 per head   

Junior Registration    £1.30       

Associated Seniors   £2.00  

 

Junior Clubs    £ 0.50 per head      
 

There followed a short discussion on numbers and amounts involved. 

It was pointed out that players in the South Cambs league must be affiliated. 

A vote was taken and the motion was passed by a majority.  

10) Junior Badminton 

The County Junior Committee is without a Chair and the county chair Sharon Chandler 
stated that it would not be possible for her to fulfil the role next season. She went on to 

inform the meeting that the under 15 and 19 Restricted tournaments would be run but 
sadly, although the number of juniors playing in the county was improving  juniors 

playing at a county standard was currently variable amongst the age groups and lacking 

in the number of girls making team participation in the Shires League difficult. There is 

currently no managers for any teams either.  The structure is simply not in place. Dan 
Bates informed the meeting that a Junior web page on the county web site was available. 

11) Coaching  

No report 

12.) AOB  

a) Ken Verney informed the meeting that the South Cambs League AGM was to be on 

the 2
nd 

June 2014. 



 

 

b) Sara Cunnington suggested that Ladies Singles had a lower entry fee for the 

Restricted Tournament  to encourage more entries,  this will  be considered by the 

committee at their next meeting. 

c) James Wilson thanked the county for good quality used shuttles forwarded to his 

junior club.  

d) Ken Verney stated that very few shuttles were completely unuseable after tournaments 

and that most were used further by juniors. 

e) Dan Bates commented that all news was welcome for inclusion on the county web site. 

The president closed the meeting at 20:51  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Appendix A 

 

Cambridgeshire Badminton Association AGM 2014 

 

Name Club Post Held 

JENNY BUTTLE CAMBRIDGE XWAYS MEMBER 

ROSIE CRANMER Lt SHELFORD SECRETARY 

KLOUDIA OTOKA ELY MEMBER 

DAN BATES HURST CBA COMMITTEE 

SAM SCHARF HURST MEMBER 

ADELE WOODHOUSE HURST MEMBER 

SHARON CHANDLER COMBERTON CBA CHAIRMAN 

ROBIN BUTTLE CAMBRIDGE XWAYS CBA SECRETARY 

GEOFF McCALL HURST/IMPINGTON MEMBER/PRESIDENT 

DEREK SHAW SWAVESEY CHAIRMAN 

STEVEN HUTT CLUB MEMBER CBA COMMITTEE 

KEN VERNEY COMBERTON PRESIDENT 

RICHARD SLOAN  CBA COMMITTEE 

JAMES WILSON ELY SOCIAL SECRETARY 

SANDRA ASHCROFT ELY CBA COMMITTEE 

JOHN TIBBUTT RAMBLERS MENS CAPTAIN 

PAUL MARTELL HURST MEMBER 

SARA CUNNINGTON ELY COMMITTEE MEMBER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX B 

Cambridgeshire Badminton Association AGM 2013 

APOLOGIES 

 

Name Club Post Held 

MARTIN HARVEY COMBERTON COMMITTEE 

NICK PRATT PEARL COMMITTEE 

ALISON MEIJERS RAMBLERS  

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX C Presented by Sharon Chandler - Chair  
 
Reasons for Review 



 

 

- There is not enough emphasis on county mathes in the national calender  
- Players choose to play in tournaments over county matches 
- Distance/cost of travel is too great and puts players off 
- The format does not encourage enough singles play 
- Top players do not play in the national divisions 
- Players are restricted by their eligibility to access the right level of play 
 
Outcomes of Review 
1. League Structure and Format 
 Reduce to one national division 
 Centralise all divisions 
2. Enhanced Player Pathway 
 Performance buy-in 
 Provide ranking points 
3. Eligibility of Players 
 Allow counties to select players with no eligibility restrictions 
 
League Structure (proposed) 
Premier  
 One National Division of 12 teams 
 Play each time once - 4 weekends with overnights 
 County !st teams only  
 Central venue - 12 court (new NBA) 
Div 1  
 Split into 2 regions 
Div 2-4  
 Split into 4 regions 
  Divs of 8 teams  
  2 teams per county in a division (max) 
  Play each team once (4 w/e’s with a 2 matches per w/e) 
  Central regional venues 
  BE to co-ordinate venues and shuttles  
Match Format  
3MS, 2WS, 2ND, 2WD, 2MX (cambs have objected to reduction of MX)  
 
Benefits  
Sacrosanct w/e’s in the calendar 
Travel time /distances reduced (only traveling once for 2xmatch) 
Enhanced atmosphere with more teams being in venue 
Increased Men’s Singles participation (cambs not really wanting the extra MS) 
Enhanced attractiveness to Sponsors 
Cost reductions 
 
Introduction  
2015/16 season 


